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When considering the financial cost of attending graduate school, one number does not tell the 
whole story. Cost of Attendance provides a more complete picture of the direct and indirect 
costs of one academic year at North Central College.  Numbers are subject to change on an 
annual basis.  
 
Direct Costs: Direct costs are expenses that will be included on your semester bill, such as 
tuition and fees. 
 

 Year One 
(Spring Semester) 

Year Two 
(Summer, Fall, Spring 

Semesters) 

Year Three 
(Summer, Fall) 

Program 
Total 

Tuition $21,934 $66,968 $36,750 $125,652 
Program Fees $1,200 $2,000 $2,300 $5500 
Yearly Total $23,134 $68,968 $39,050 $131,152 
 
Total Direct Costs of Program:  $131,152 
 
Indirect Costs: Indirect costs are expenses that will not appear on your semester bill but should 
be considered. Examples of indirect costs include housing, supplies, and personal expenses. 
Indirect costs vary by student lifestyle, living arrangements, and educational choices. Below are 
estimated indirect costs for students enrolled in graduate programs at North Central College. It 
is encouraged that students consider opportunities to minimize other costs and borrowing.  
 

 Year One 
(Spring Semester) 

Year Two 
(Summer, Fall, Spring 

Semesters) 
Year Three 

(Summer, Fall Semesters) 
Housing and Food $7,038 $21,114* $14,076 
**Estimated Books 
and Supplies 
(medical, drug and 
background, urine)  

$450 $1,350 $900 

Student Loan Fees $108 $324 $216 
Travel $1,112 $3,336* $2,224 
Personal Expenses $1,067 $3,201* $2,134 
Yearly Total $9,775 $29,325 $19,550 
    
Estimated Total 
Cost of Attendance 
per Year 

$34,075 $100,225 $58,150 

 
 



 
 *Note that the semester for each “other cost” is related to each semester listed by tuition. Ex. 
Year 2 Tuition (Summer, Fall, Spring) so for that year Estimated Housing and Food would be 
$15,312 
 
**Note that some expenses may occur once a year and may differ per student 
 
At North Central College, graduate students are eligible for federal and private financial 
aid, most commonly federal student loans. In order to qualify, a student must complete 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) annually and include our school 
code 001734.  
 
The maximum amount a graduate student can borrow under the Federal Direct 
Unsubsidized Loan program is $20,500 per academic year, with a maximum lifetime 
limit of $138,500, which includes undergraduate federal loan borrowing. A student 
may also apply for a Graduate PLUS Loan to cover any remaining educational cost. 
 
All estimated expenses vary by student. It is encouraged that students consider 
opportunities to minimize other cost and borrowing. 
 
 
Please contact the Office of Financial Aid by calling 630-637-5600 or email finaid@noctrl.edu 
with any questions. 
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